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Condorcet and Reid; and knew something of Kant
The discussion of materialism contains passages of the
following sort: "If we trace the progress of the thinking
powers from their original source, we shall find that they
owe their being to perception. A child., when it first comes
into the world, is without ideas, and, consequently, he does
not think. All the actions he performs arise from instinct.
When hunger calls him, he satisfies his cravings with the
milk of his mother; nor does he at all differ from the most
stupid animal, only in being more helpless. He possesses
but a small degree of perception; his attention is awakened
with difficulty; the memory is weak and faint; and the ideas,
without being often repeated, are not retained. As the
child advances in years, the nerves become firmer and the
brain stronger; perception is quicker, and the memory is
more tenacious and retentive. Judgment, the result of
perception and memory, is displayed by degrees, reason
as slowly advances; and, lastly, disposition, the boundary of
human intelligence, appears. Gradual is the progress of
mind from sense to science. When the mental faculties
have reached their highest perfection in manhood, they
gradually decline; and nought is left of all the wreck of
human knowledge but pure sensation, a principle gradually
decaying with the falling frame. From hence there follows
a self-evident corollary, that the thinking powers are not
always the same: whatsoever is not always the same is
naturally changeable, is mortal and material. Besides, we
have traced the power of thinking from o to o, increasing
with the corporeal powers, and decreasing and ending with
them."
Within a few months or a year he noted the following
points as a basis for religious belief.
 (1)	The power of thinking does not naturally belong to
matter.
 (2)	Motion, if ever so artfully distributed, it is plain, can
produce nothing but motion.
••-•• (3) Matter acts only in proportion as it moves; thinking
is acting without motion; -ergo, that which thinks is not
matter*

